
HISTO
Volume 11 ' May 2000 Number 2

Tonopah Centennial

This June Mining History Association
membeN will have ihei( first -- and
possibly their o y opportuniiy to
convene at the centennial of a major
mining rush. Tonopah is celebratng the
dare one hundred yeals ago when Jim
Burler took some samples of silver ore at
rhk desert site. Three months later,
after Jim's wife Beiie finally got her
procrastiDating husband into motion, the
couple staked their clains. Belle, a
prospector in her own right, found th€
richesl one. fte Mizpal.

Since fte decline of the Comsrock
rwenly years eadier, Nevada had siid
ever deeper lnto depression and
depopulalion. This new discovery ignited
a mining boom ihat tumed her rags to
rjches. Goldficld, Manlattal, ard mary
other excitements followed. The
populaiion of the state doubled withir a
decade.

Although much has been lost, mary
remmnts of rhe glory days refvdn for us
ro see, presewed at the Tonopah Miniry
Park and the Central Nevada Museum.
Central Nevada Historical Society
president Bill Melscher will lead a
walking aour of Goldfield and show us
siter such as the jail, the bottle house,
and lhe Goldfield Hotel, as well as the
locadons of such bygone attractions as
"Hop Fiends' Gulch" a the notodous
red lighr disrict. Lane Griffen will point
out famous mining sites in the Golden
Horseshoe-

Back h Tonopah on Safurday, Starr
Prher will treat us to a slide show otr old

mining camps in the iegion and lead us
to some of tbem on his Sunday tour.

Those lackirg four wheel drive
vehicles will have an opportunity lo join
ahe bus tour of the Round Mouniain gold
mine. Sunday lours will meet in the old
midng camp of Belmont to eDjoy a box
lunch and view the old nill, the
courthouse where frontiersman Jack
Longsfeet stood tdal and Chades
Manson scrawled his name, and the
crumbling Cosmopolitan Saloon.

Of course, as always, the hean of the
conference will be the sessions, packed
with a rich variety of speaken on mining
iopics from cenual Nevada and nearby
Dearh Valley to distant Kazaklslan.
You'll hflr from famous names llke
David Myrick and future famous names.
You'll see a film on Death Valley mule
teams and get the lovdown on mining
scams. Don'�t miss what proFises to be
a great meeting in Tonopal.

Ouick Reads

ln response to a request for a book to
quickly read about Tonopah, we offer
the followitrg: for a 15 minute rcad see
Stan Paher's large format, illnstnted
patnp\let Tonopah, Sil|er Camp of
Ievddlr (Nevada Publicatioris); for an
hour or so rcad see Robert Mccrackel's
75 page paperback Tonopah, the
Greatest, the Nchest, and the Best
Mining Camp in the WorA (Tonop^i
Nye County Press. 1990); and for
readiDg on that Iotrg flighi see Rlssell R.
Elhott, Ne\jalla's Twentieth Century
Mining Boon (UL\i.terslty of NV Press).

Jim Butler Days

Every Memorial Day weekend, the
citizens of Tonopai celebrale Jim Butler
Days, a noisy festival that brings crowds
1o the one-time boom rown- This year's
celebration is May 27 9, the weekend
before the mual Mining History
Associalion conference. MHAers
plan ing to iour Nevada prior to the
conference nray wanl to visit Tonopat
early, at least to see the buffo races.
For more information conlact the
Tonopah Chambef of Commerce at 702
4 d 2 - J 5 5 8  o r  e : m a i i  t h e m  a t
tonopahahc@sieffa.net

Fifth International

Reminder: The Fifth Intemalional
Mining Hi$rory Conference will be held
in Milos, Greece, September i2 17,
2000. See their web page at
www.heliotopos.net

sgs>e
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President's Paee

With the MHA amual meeting
approachmg, some rnay well be
questioning fie value ofattending. Aftef
all. what difference wili attending mrke
ro others or me? Possibly a great deal,

A1l of us in rhe Mining History
Associadon recognize that this group has
truly made a difference in preserving
po.ions of our mining legacy th might
well have been otherwise lost. ln a few
inslances. iI is a simple matter to trace
lhe path from concept to actioD to
preservation through an individual or a
small group of individuals. However I
would suggest that ihe majorily of dle
good works complered by MHA
members as well as those projects
underway have a more obscure genesis.
Where did the idea for a paper, book or
pro.ject come from?

Obviously, there are a number of
ways for us to become aware oi a site
rhar is threatened a in need of
protectior or ot a signiflcanr bit of
history ftat cries for rccordation in a
paper or perhaps even iD a book. But, of
the ways to leam of those things that are
in need of preservation in form or on
paper, nothing beais lhe word of mouth.

As we are all aware, when groups of
like-minded individuals gei together the
stories flow ever so freeiy. I! is tfuough
these informal discussions ihat many of _
the imponant ideas for preseffation are
conceived. Often a simple rematk by an

.;ndividual conceming somefting ihey
know of or about someone that
prnicipaied in an event can sran rhe
creative juices flowing in anothe! person.
The amual meetings of MHA are, of
course, ihe ideal forums for the rype of
discussions lbat can and will foster ideas
for new projects. There can be little
doubt that something new for meeting
the stated goals of this group will emerge
as result of the gathering at Tonapah.

But uiless you afiend, the contribution
you might nule toward the inspiration of
others or the chance to be inspired may
well be lost. We are a group for drc very

reason that collecrively we will
accomplish more thatr we could
individually and tro small paft of &e
process is the fuee, open sharing of ides

So. come to Tonapah with the goal of
bdnging youl unique loowledge to share
with all as well as to listen and receive.
Who can say what will be saved or
wrilten about just because you a$ended.
See you there!

Richard Graeme

Oreanization Notes

The Year 2000 MHA ofFrcers are:

Richard Graeme, P*sident
Richard Francaviglia, Vice Pres.
Jay Fell, Treasurer
Bob Spude, Secretary
Council membe$:
Don Hardesty, past president
Roger Buri, 1998 2000
Eric Clements, 1998 2C00
Liston l-eyetrdecker, 1999 2001
Chffles Hughes, 1999-2001
Erik Nordberg, 1999-2001
Homer Milford, 2000-2002
Glenn Cook, 2000-2002

Membership
Bob Soqenfrei, archivist of the Russeli
L. & Lyn Wood Mining History
Archive, Colorado School of Mines.
Golden, ajld MHA membenhip chair is
updating the maili4 list. If you fird
erors -. misspellitrgs, unnecessary
words, etc - please drop a note to the
MHA, P. O. Box 150300, D€nver, CO
80215. He will work MHA'S Denver
coordinator Lysa Wegman-Frerch to
prepare a clean rlailing lisi.

Mining History Journal

T\e 1999 JowMI is in the hards of
managing editor Charles Hughes and
ready for the printer. Expect the MHA'S
biggest issue yet to appear &rring the
Totropah coderence.

Future Conferences

For those members who wish to plan
ahead the followirg are future

Jure i 5, 2000i Tonopah, Nevada
2001: Butte, Montana
2002: Kellogg-Wallace, Idaho

Mining History Association web pagc:

hft p:www.lib.mu.edu/trfi tnrna.htm
For submissions contact MHA
webmasler Erik Nordberg by e:mail at
copper@mtu. edn

Thanks

Anyone who puts together an MHA
conference deserves the th ks of
everyone who participates. This year's
conference in Tonopah has benefilred
from the gnidrnce of both Don Hardesq,
and Sally Zanjani for taLing on rhe task
of orgadzing all those locaL delails,
tours, mea1s, meeting space, etc. The
hosr corn--nunity also is critic:l in giving
support through its minirg history
enthusiasls, in rhis case the Cenfal
Nevada Histodc Socieq, and Tonopai
Hisioric Mining Park- Than*s too lo
Don Hardesty for taking on the
additional role of progran chair.
Thants io all for their hard work.

The Mining History tusociation
N€wsletter

Denver, Colorado

Distributed to association membeN;
membership is open to all interested
in the history of mining. Du€s are $25
per year. Please send dues to MHA,
Post Office Box 150300, Denver,
Colorado 802i5.

Submissions for publication in the
newsleter ale welcome- Write ro
Roben L. Spude, Editor.
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F";  " " " r ; . . i .c* t tendees arr iv inq bv p lane:  Tonopah is  206 n i les

nci lhwesi  of  Las vegas cn h ighway 95;  i t  is  23? 6 i ies southeast  o i  Feno

tak59 h ighway 80 tc  lern ley,  h ighwav 50 to Fal ]on.  and n lghwav 95 i r 'n

there.  Those t .avel ing i ron ] ,as vegas nay stop to see Phvol i te '  a

sr i : Ik ing ghcst  iown near Beat ly .  Conference at tendees arr i \ . ing f ron Renc

. . - '  * . . ;  i .  see the churchi l l  couni :v  MDseum in Fal lon '  the l4rneral

co;nty Museur in  Ean- lhcr ie,  and/or  nav take a delour  on hash'a l '  360 to

.he s i te  of  Bei lev i l le ,  once a t i in ing town bl t  1o{  foundal ions onlv s t th

a roadside narker .

Wealhe! IDfo datid

Please be anare tha!  ear l l '

chanqes rapld1y,  aad vatres

sro i .  Dress accold ingLv

I-odqinq Infoaation

June Neather in Tonopah rs unpr=drctable,
fr .m hot and dly to colc a.d wet,  even !o

Best  Wesrern Ei  teser-L Inn ( ie iephone

c i o w n  r 4 o l e l  ( t e l e p h o n e  i 1 5 .  4 8 2 . 5 9 2 0 )

Advenismtui fiom Dead l/,/er Chu.k-Wa a aptil | , 19A1

c c l d e n  H i l ' t s  M o i e l  ( t e i e p h o n e ' 1 ' 1 5 . 4 8 2 . 6 2 3 8 )

. r i n  B u t l e r  l , r o ! e l  ( t e i e p h o n e ' 1 1 5 . 4 8 2 . 3 5 1 ' 7 j

M : z p a h  i l o t e l  ( t e f e p h o n e  1 ' 1 5  4 8 2 . 5 2 4 2 )

O : (  c c r r a l  I n n  ( t e l e p b c n e  1 1 5 - 4 8 2  8 2 4 2 )

s i l v e r  Q u e e n  M o t e r  ( t e l e p h o n e  1 1 5 - 4 a 2 . 6 2 9 I j

sundowner I ' lo ie1 ( !e lephone 11 5.  482.  6224)

lonopah l4ote l  ( te lephcne 115.482 -3981)

l o n o p a h  s t a t i o n  H o u s e  ( t e l e p h o n e  1 1 5  4 8 2 ' 9 ' 1 1 ' 1 )
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f,leventh Annual Conference -Minine History Association
June 1-4. 2000

Tonooah. Nevada

MIIA members are uged to register early to enswe attendalce at all desired events. The
Round Mountain bus tour can accomodate only 48. There is no charge for Paher's 1our,
but a $ l0-00 box lunch calr be supplied in Belmont when both tours meet at noon.

Conference Attendee Information
Name
Spouse
Address

Daltime Phooe or e:mail

Conference EveIIVFees
Conference Registation (no charge for spouse) $30 per person

Presidential Lunch (Saturday) $15 per person
DUnOay louls:

Round Mountain bus tour and box lunch $15.00 per person

Centennial Lrurch (Friday) -
Awards uanquet (inoayJ

$15 per person
$20 per person

$10.00 per person
in Belmont

Box lunbh for Paher tour

Total

Please mail pre-registmtion form and
check made payable to the
Mining History Association to:
Mining Ilistory Association,
P.O. Box 150300
Denver CO 80215
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Scrirrophilly

Dldn't your mother tell you not to say
words like that? Actually, as you may
know, scripophilly is the collectiry of
old bonds and slock certificates.

The larr issue of Miz;rg flirrory ly'€1rr
conlained a brief article nodng thai few
old srock cenificates had any face value,
because the companies involved had gone
bankrupr. The article noted lhe
exceptions, where a mining compaly had
been absorbed by anoiher, sti1l existing
conpany, in which case the sharcs ofthe
oLd company might well have value.

But. whoal Many stock and bond
certificaies have value as collectibles,
even though lhey have no intdnsic or
underlying value. They are pieces of
hisrcry, rhey arc oft€n examples of the
engravefs ari, nary display piclodal
vignettes of interest (e.g., mines. mills,
prospectors, trains), and some bear
valuable autographs from a Vanderbilt
ro the luminaries of Cripple Creek or the
Comslock. ln the collectible market,
cerlificate lalues rdge lrom very little
to several thousard dollars each,
dependirg on a wrieq7 of iactors,

. includirg the artribules just noted,
wlrelber lssucd or unissued. rarity, the
fame of the mine or company, and, of
course, condition- So, hang onro ftose
c€(iticates until you know what they're
really worth.

There are a number of dealers in
scripophilly: American Vignettes. POB
155. Rosele Park, NJ (908,24i4209)
recently published a sales list rhar
included hundr€ds of westem mining
cenificates. As always. be caretul who
you deal with, and ifyou are selling, gel
more than one appraisal or offer_

Thanks Io MHA member Don Kaye
for ihe above- The ediror appreciates the
oder values of old siock cenificates and
agrees with Don, dor'i throw rhose
cenificaFs out just because they lack the
words Phelps Dodge or Homesral(e on
thc front. And always remember
donation to a Iocal or state archive is the
best place tor large collections of stock
books 0d other corporate records.

Central Mine Preservation

The Keweenaw Courry Histodcat
Society, Eagie Harbor, Michig& has
ac.quired aIId is now raising tunds for lhe
preservation of the Central mine and
townsile- The hisloric site, listed on the
National Register of Histodc Places,
includes the mine, ten dwellings and a
church.

The Central Mining CompaDy was
organized in Noveriber 1854 during the
first boom in Michigan copper. The
mine showed a piofit from ias first year
and the town around it grcw to a
population of 1200, with store, churches,
doctor, post office, andschool. In 1898,
after the extraction of 54 miliior pounds
of copper, tbe vein ran out and the mine

Over the iwetrtieth cenaury. many of
the structures were removed or fell into
disuse ,nd disrepair- The former
rcsidenis held an arnual reunion stafting
in 1907, however, and on July 3, 2000
lhe Central Mine M.E. Church will hold
the 94th co$ecudve reunion service.

The hisrorical society owns 40 acres.
The homes on the property have been
leased to ensure their contitued
maintenance and upkeep. The remaining
three residerces are the focus of rccent
pr€servation efforts. The society has a
P€rllly a Pound campaign, which has
already raised firnds for the reattachment
of siding, wirdow repair, roof patching
and pai ing the buildings.

The sociery will open a visitor center
in 2000 to share this significaft site with
the many visitors to the tip of the Upper
PeDinsula. During the MHA conference
al Houghton in 1998, panicipants visited
the society's Eagle Harbor Lighthouse
museum complex. The opening of the
Central Mine complex will add !o the
expedence of those seeking the hislory
of the .ich copper country.

For more information conlact the
Keweenaw County Histodcal Sociery,
HC-I, Box 265L, Eagle Harbor, MI.
Membership is $15 per year; donalions
welcome. Thanl$ to Dave Thomas, VP,
(906-337-4471) for the above materbl.

Asian Americans

Priscilla Wegars sends lhe latesr issue of
he Asian Anencan Conparatiw
Collections Ne sletter, .1n info.mative
sheet issued from the Universiry of
Idaho. In it she lisl sunrner tours,
which include "The Wo d of Polly
Bemis," led by Wegars, lo the home of
fie Chinese wornan who's slory was
made into ihe excellent, but underrared
movie "A ThoNrnd Pieces of cold."
Salrl Couch of Georgia Southern
Unive$iry will direct "Chinese in
Territorial Idalo: 2000 Wildemess Field
School," the excavatior ola Chinese sir€
near Warren, Idrlo. Information abour
the iours or program are availabie by
calling the University of Idalo
Enrichmenl Program at 208-885-6486.

Preservstion Notes:

Jackie Powell and Gary Higgins senr the
"Snowslom Update," a news sheeL about
the efforts |o prcscrve ihe Snowstorm
dredge outside Fairplay. ColoraCo. The
dredge needs to be moved ro a new site,
and the Presene the Snowstorm Dredge,
lnc. has initiated nominalion of the
drcdge |o the National Register of
Historic Places, has received a grant
from the Colorado History Fund to
document the dredge and plan for irs
preservation, and has received much
gratis help, from the loan of historic
photographs to a hazard waste study.
The grcup hrs a long way to go. bu! all
motion is forward. Gary andjackie will
present the group\ effolts to date at the
Tonopah conference.

The hisoric smokestacks in Murray,
Utah menfioned ir the last newsletter
appear ro be slaled for demolirion in
mid May. Preservation plans ro save lhe
landmark strucures fiiled io convince
the promoiers of a $100 million
commercial developmeni at the ste, as
well as the EPA- The discussions now
focus on a museum, videos ol other
means to commemorate the Salt LaIe
Valleys one-time great industry.



Mining Hisloo N€ws

Ghost Cities

In 1915, sometime movie script writer
ald spons joumalisr Charles E_ Van
Loan wroie a series in the Sarrrddy
Ewr?irg Pds, about "chost Ciries" ofthe
Nevada Califomia deseri coun!ry, ard
spawned lhe cottage industry of ghosr
town guide books- Nevada has been rhe
focus of much of this indusrry. Early
joumalis$ and photograpbers caughr rhe
stories of old timers and ihe images of
weathcred board shacks, first appearing
in the joumal Tounng Topics of the Los
Angeles Automobiie Club in rhe lale

Deprcssron Era and after Joumalisrs,
from C. B. Classcock ro Enie Pyle,
wrote of lhe desen nts and their camps,
bu! besr known and loved was rhe
lireless Nelt Murbarger. Murbarger
deservcs lhe claim to being rhe morher of
the ghost iown book, fie format copied
many umes by subsequent writers.

StaD Paher, tol]I leader on Sundays
ghost lown jaunt during rh€ Tonopah
confercDce, is at rhe orhef end of Var
I-oan and the early and mid twenaieah
century writers, and a defi te shift fron
the Murbarger-sryle.

Stan says he grew up in ks Vegas
reading the tales of the old carips wriften
by newsmtul Don Ashbaugh in the lff
Vegas Refiei|JounaL. Ashbaugh larer
compiled the essays into r'y'eyadd'r
Turbulent yesterday (1963 .- an example
of a Mubarger imiradon), but Palrcr vas
already hooked on visiting the camps,
the old iimers, a collecting every bit
of information, photographs, and
collectibles about the hundreds of
ghost towns across the silver state. In
the late 1960s he met up wirh the
publishing house of Howell-Nonh, wirh
a little help from railroad hisrorian David
Myrick. The result was Stzn's clessic
Nevada Ghost To ,tls & Mining Cantps,
-one of the besi guide books ever

published. still in print fony one years
after publication. it is a dch treasure of
photographs ard ghosr iown hisrory.

Star shofly ihereafrer stafted Nevada
Publications. which has issued a hos! of
Ncvadiana, including a needed, far
bibliography on Nevada and his
continued issuanie of guide books and
ghost town pamphlers_

For Tonopan, he will, firsr, on
Saturday evening. give an illusrated tatk
about fte region and its mining history.
On Sunday, MHA menbers and friends
in four wheelers will caravan off on a
rare chance to venture into some of the
more isolated spots in Nevada's mining
couniry. Bc prcpared for the usxal four
wheeler needs don't expect fte use of
hoisis. hooks arld ladders, but be
prcpared for the usual high centered
roads, sand, and a possible blow,our.
Brirg snacks and watet and an eai: for
the expected good stories, tnre and


