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]I ong before dawn, July 12, 1917, the quiet

of the night was broken by the ringing of
telephones in scores of houses scattered along the
canyons and gulches of the city clinging to the south-
ern edge of the Mule Mountains that was Bisbee.
Within minutes men were moving through the still
dark city streets to pre-arranged meeting points. At
6:25 a.m. the presses of the Bisbee Daily Review be-
gan running, its banner headline warning of a mo-
mentous action. As the sun slowly crept up over
Gold Hill, illuminating the slowly stirring commu-
nity, newsboys raced through the streets excitedly
shouting the news: “ALL WOMEN AND CHIL-
DREN KEEP OFF STREETS TODAY”. Bisbee
had arrived at its day of decision. Although a long
time in coming, the town’s progress to this point was
as sure and inexorable as the geological processes that
had created the reason for the community’s exis-
tence.'

When that geological process created the rich car-
bonate copper deposits of southeastern Arizona its
future was pre-ordained. Like many of the mines in
Arizona, knowledge of mineral deposits in the Mule
Mountains came from an army patrol in the area. In
1877 John Dunn, a soldier at Fort Huachuca, saw
lead in an area east of the fort. He grub-staked
George Warren and four of his friends. They found
little lead, but did discover rich copper deposits and
established the Warren Mining District and named
their mine The Copper Queen.? Investors were
quickly attracted to the district. Their $20,000.00
purchase soon paid off when they hit 20 per cent ore.
Needing advice on a smelting problem, they invited
Dr. James Douglas to the district and he, very im-
pressed with its potential, persuaded Phelps Dodge
Mercantile Company of New York City to buy an

adjoining claim, the Atanta. Dr. Douglas and
Phelps Dodge (hereinafter PD) would become the
dominant factor in shaping the future and character
of Bisbee.’ In 1885, the two companies merged, be-
coming the Copper Queen Consolidated Mining
Company.

Extremely isolated, separated from other commu-
nities by distance and rugged terrain, with primitive
transportation facilities, like most mining communi-
ties during its early development Bisbee lacked most
of the social amenities. In addition, the need for mas-
sive capital investment, and the changing role of the
worker in the industrial revolution, led most corpora-
tions to virtually create feudal baronies.

From the beginning, Dr. Douglas set the moral
and ethical tone for the district and community. He
persuaded owners with mines adjacent to the Atlanta
and Copper Queen to agree to using perpendicular
lines for ore development rather than the law of the
apex, thereby preventing the costly legal battles so
common to other western mining districts. He was
equally progressive in creating a community of high
moral standards.

The company also paid its workers’ good wages.
A library was established, schools were improved, a
first-rate hospital was built for the workers, and
church activities were supported. To provide for so-
cial activities, elaborate YMCA and YWCA facilities
were built. Explaining this support system Douglas
stated, “Once the machinery of trade and commerce
has been adjusted to an eight-hour day and half-
holiday retrenchment, we believe the greater leisure
enjoyed by the working classes will be an almost un-
mixed good provided always that with the curtail-
ment of the hours of labor there will be provided
means for education.” By the first decade of the
twentieth century the only issue in Bisbee was
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whether a union had a right to organize, and
whether the company discriminated against union
members.

In 1903 the Western Federation of Miners
(hereinafter WFM) began efforts to organize the
miners in Bisbee. J. T. Lewis, WEM District #1
Board member visited Bisbee in September and De-
cember but reported that “united opposition” from
the Copper Queen Mining Company the workers
refused to have any thing to do with the union. The
Mining and Engineering Journal of March 31, 1904,
wrote of organizers visiting the camp “repeatedly”
but ended the article by stating “the last one (who
was not identified) was given to understand forcibly
that unionism was not wanted.” Another attempt to
introduce a WFM organizer in 1906 also met with
failure. The WFM returned in 1907 and managed to
establish Local #106. A six month strike failed to
gain its objectives, but the union remained and
slowly gained members. Phelps Dodge’s position re-
mained consistent, no recognition of union mem-
bers.> This condition existed for the next ten years.
During the same period, as a result of declining rich-
ness of ore and improving technology, the nature of
the work force was changing.

Originally a Cousin Jack camp, by the turn of the
century Bisbee's population was a rich mixture of
Cornish, Irish, Welsh, Austrian, Slovaks, Montene-
grins, Croatians, and Mexicans. Chinese were al-
lowed in town but had to be outside the city limits
by nightfall. Mexicans were allowed within the city
limits and employed by the mining companies but
were not allowed underground. By 1910 Bisbee was
segregated by race, class, and ethnicity.® Tintown had
the largest number of Mexicans. However, Mexicans
and a few African Americans lived on Chihuahua
Hill, with a small number of Mexicans on Wood
Hill. The Cornish and Welsh occupied Laundry
Hill. School Hill was Anglo, mostly Irish. South Bis-
bee had a mixture of Italian and Welsh. Brewery
Gulch provided accommodations for a mixture of
nationalities, usually not the best element, while
Quality Hill was home to company officials and the
upper class. This mixture furnished a wide range of
positions, attitudes and a hotbed of emotions when
World War I began in 1914.

The twentieth century also brought increased de-
mand for copper. Bisbee and Arizona copper produc-

tion increased each year. By 1910, Arizona was pro-
ducing more copper than any place in the United
States and Bisbee was the largest producer in Ari-
zona.” Employment was up but skill requirements
were changing. The era of the underground miner
was ending, the hardrock miner was being replaced
by a steam shovel and open pit mining. The mucker
was replacing the skilled miner.

In 1910, there were 18,094 wage earners em-
ployed in mining, nearly 25 percent of the adult male
population of Arizona. In copper mining nine com-
panies employed over 500 wage earning employees,
nearly two-thirds of all wage earners in the state’s
copper industry.* This was fertile ground for organ-
ized labor union recruiters. The WFM, active in Ari-
zona since 1896 and in Bisbee since 1907, was not
the only mine labor organization vying for members.
In 1905 the Industrial Workers of the World (1.W.
W. or Wobblies) was organized in Chicago. At its
beginning the largest department of the IWW was

Poster showing the various means used by the Wobblies to
promote their cause and gain membership, Courtesy of
Vincent Murray.
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the WEM, but within two years there was a split
within the organization and the two unions, with
different ideologies and fighting for survival in the
same camps, became bitter enemies. Mining corpora-
tions, although hating the communists views of the
WY, quickly seized the opportunity to play one
against the other.”

World War I had a dramatic impact on the de-
mand for copper. Prices went from 13 cents per
pound in 1914 to 18 per pound in 1915." Arizona
copper production soared, with much of the in-
creased production coming from Bisbee. As the num-
ber of workers increased unions stepped up their or-

ganizing activities, as well as a demand for a share of

the increased income.

Following a protracted strike in Clifton-Morenci
in 1915-16 the companies began a concerted, multi-
pronged, organized attack on mine labor unions. In
1914, Phelps Dodge purchased several of the state’s
leading newspapers, which immediately mounted an
aggressive propaganda campaign against organized
labor. The next year, led by John C. Greenway of the
Calumert and Arizona Company and Walter Douglas

of P.D., mine owners created an Arizona chapter of

the American Mining Congress whose primary pur-
pose was to lobby the state legislature for favorable
legislation. The third part of the company strategy
was the use of detective agencies and spies to infil-
trate local unions, especially the IWW."

The IWW, extremely vocal in its opposition to
U.S. participation in World War I, had also stepped
up its activities. Important among its tactics was a
policy of “boring from within,” infiltrating well-
established WFM locals, gaining control and using
the local to achieve Wobbly goals. This tactic was
very effective in Bisbee and by July 1917 they had so
much control of the union that International Union
of Mine, Mill, and Smelter Workers, (IUMMSW).
President Moyer revoked the local charter in Bisbee,"

Things began to move to a confrontation in Bis-
bee when at a June meeting of 400 to 500 miners of
[TUMMSW local #160 drew up the following de-

mands:

1) six hour day

2) $6.00 day underground, $5.50 for surface
worker

3) abolition of rustling card

4) no physical examination
5) no blasting during working shift."?

The companies’ immediate reply was:

Regardless of any question of merit in the de-
mands, this company will never negotiate with
an organization founded on principles inimi-
cal to good government in times of peace, and
treasonable in times of war.”"

On June 26, 1917, the union voted to strike.

Cochise County Sheriff Harry Wheeler immedi-
ately contacted Fort Huachuca for assistance from
the U.S. Army. Wheeler, the last caprain of the Ari-
zona Rangers, and a strongly patriotic person who
believed anyone who acted against the war effort was
a traitor, realized the seriousness of the situation. He
also knew that if any major conflict erupted, Bisbee’s
small police force of five men was inadequate.”

The Army did not agree with the gravity of the
situation and stated: “everything peaceable and that
troops were neither needed nor warranted under ex-
isting conditions.”"*

Like most U.S. citizens, the people of Bisbee were
quickly caught up in the patriotic fervor of World
War I. Britain’s plight aroused strong feelings in the
large Cornish and Welsh population of the camp.
Bisbee’s strong Serbian/Croatian element also had
taken an active interest in the war in Europe long
before U.S. involvement. Adding to their unrest was
a long standing fear of the masses and the political
struggle across the Mexico-U.S border just a few
miles to the south. Mexico was in a state of turmoil
with the revolutionaries in the north posing a serious
threat to the U.S., especially the states of New Mex-
ico and Arizona.

This fear of Mexico’s revolution spilling over the
border became dramatically possible with the release
of the news of the Zimmerman Telegram in March
1917. Although at least one historian stated that the
Zimmerman Telegram had no or little effect west of
the Mississippi River, knowledge of its contents does
seem to have generated concern in Bisbee, According
to Arizona historian Marshall Trimble, “That really
did inflame passions in Arizona. All of a sudden the
war became very real.”"’

That seems to have been a decisive factor in
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Wheeler’s decision to support the companies™ efforts
to end the strike. When interviewed by a reporter
after the deportation, he said what troubled him the
most was the likelihood

that the Mexicans in Bisbee and along the
border would take advantage of the disturbed
conditions of the strike and start an uprising,
destroying the mines and murdering American
women and children . . . . What would you
have said . . . if, knowing as I do how all
Mexicans hate Americans, I had waited until
some American citizens-American women and
children-had been murdered.'

As tensions mounted during June, the citizens of
Bisbee mobilized, both in support of the war effort
and to protect the home front against perceived
threats. At the same time, Bisbee’s newspapers daily
carried headlines like “strikers helping Kaiser.” Or-
ganized at the direction of John C. Greenway, super-
intendent of the Calumet and Arizona Mining Com-
pany, the Citizen’s Protective League, composed of
businessmen and local citizens, soon had more than a
thousand members and was a major factor in Bisbee
affairs during the coming confrontation."

At the same time, the Miner's Union began a
campaign for increased benefits for mine workers.
Following several days of discussion, a meeting at the
Miner’s Union Hall on June 26, formulated the fol-
lowing demands:

First — The Abolition of the physical examina-
tion,

Second — Two men to work all machines,

Third — Two men to work on all raises,

Fourth — To discontinue all blasting during
shifts,

Fifth — The abolition of all bonus and contract
worlk,

Sixth — To abolish all the sliding scale. All men
underground a minimum flat rate of $6.00 per shift.
Top men $5.50 per shift.

Seventh — No discrimination to be shown against
members of any

organization,

BEN WEBB, Chairman,
W.H. Davis

M.C. Sullivan
John Payne
A. S. Embree®

The mining companies immediately rejected
these demands. At a meeting of several hundred min-
ers at City Park that evening the organizers an-
nounced a strike for the next morning. The open
meeting union members met at the Union Hall on
O.K. Street and appointed pickets for the next morn-
ing.”!

The following day the Citizen’s Protective League
placed a front page advertisement of their resolution
“condemning” the action. The Bisbee Daily Review
went further, calling the action “nothing short of
treason, incipient and terrible.”*

It is not clear how effective the strike action was
because of conflicting numbers reported by the op-
posing sides. Copper Queen and Calumet and Ari-
zona officials said .76 percent and .675 percent re-
spectively of their workers were on the job, while
IWW headquarters stated only 20 to 25 percent of
the workers were on the job.”

From his office in Tombstone, Cochise County
Sheriff Harry Wheeler said he would “perform his
full duty” and protect constitutional rights of indi-
viduals and their public and private property. He also
stated that any action to hinder copper production
would be a direct blow to the federal government and
he would “deputize . . . every able-bodied loyal
American in Cochise county to assist me in preserv-
ing law and order,” and if necessary “demand aid and
assistance form both state and federal govern-
ments” %

The strike started peacefully. Although many men
refused to cross the picket line little violence occurred
and conditions in Bisbee were actually much more
orderly than normal. Wobbly leaders warned their
men to avoid law braking activities and set up tight
control of bootleggers and the use of whiskey.

At the same time, the Citizen’s Protective League
called for the support of all citizens in breaking this
“uncalled for” action and “treason to the govern-
ment” and urged all “loyal American Citizens of the
District, and all liberty loving and law, abiding in-
habitants” to “join in an earnest effort to stop the
strike” .

Wheeler initially refused Greenway’s offer to ap-
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point men to help him, but when convinced by
Greenway that the strike was not to help miners but
would “embarrass the country in its efforts to prepare
for war,” he accepted company help.

Two days later Sheriff Wheeler, following TWW
violation of their pledge to keep pickets off company
property, deputized two hundred citizens, That same
day Mayor Jacob Erickson issued a proclamation
making any collection into bodies or groups “for un-
lawful purpose, or any purpose, to the annoyance or
disturbance of citizens or travelers . . . shall be sever-
ally deemed guilty of having committed a misde-
meanor” and would be fined or jailed, or both.*

As the strike continued, the local newspapers
published a steady barrage of news of German sup-
port for the Wobblies and large amounts of German
money coming in to support their efforts. Reports of
German activity and influence in the eastern part of
the Unired States was front page news virtually every
day from June G to July 3rd, 1917.%

Conditions did not improve much during the
early part of July. Employment gradually improved
in the mines bur it was marched by a commensurate
increase in Wobbly irritation and agitation. On July
2 the Bisbee Ore reported that Charles Moyer had
telegraphed Governor Thomas Campbell that the
WFM did not support or condone the strike. On
July 6 Moyer, stating that I'WW elements had infil-
trated and taken control of the union, revoked its
charter. Without a charter, the document which
authorized it to function as an TUMMSW local, it
ceased to exist.” During the same period each side
was claiming success. The companies reported more
miners crossing the picket lines. The Wobblies, on
the other hand, boasted of growing strength. Despite
the claims by both sides, it was clear that miners,
both union and non-union were leaving the camp,
New, unskilled workers were coming in. Tension was
definitely increasing between the two sides. During a
4th of July parade and demonstration by the Loyalty
League, tempers flared on both sides.”” Reports of
abuse, threats, and mistreatment of non-striker’s
families increased. Despite the lack of overt action a
growing feeling of unrest was apparent.

Bisbee was nort the only mining camp in Arizona
with labor problems. The Wobbly activity there was
part of a wide-spread effort throughout the West.
Arizona, with a number of major copper producing

districts, received the most attention, Strikes were in
progress at a number of camps. Military troops and
federal mediators were keeping peace in Globe. In
Jerome conditions were very similar to those in Bis-
bee and on July 10 the citizens of Jerome organized,
rounded up eighty-six Wobblies, put them on a
train, and shipped them to California.*

On July 11 a joint meeting of the Loyalty League
and The Citizen’s Protective League was held at the
Copper Queen Dispensary. Sheriff Harry Wheeler
presided but a number of company managers and
officials were in attendance. The district was divided
into ten areas. John C. Greenway suggested sending
the strikers to Columbus, New Mexico, Greenway
and G.H. Dowell got the El Paso & Southwestern
Railroad (a subsidiary of Copper Queen Consoli-
dated Mining Company) to provide cars. Sheriff
Wheeler was put in charge of a posse of 1,000 men.”

At 4:30 the next morning, July 12, the calls to
gather began going out. Men hurried through the
dark streets and quickly formed into their designated
groups. When organized, members of the posse tied
white handkerchiefs around their arms, took control
of the streets, closed the town, warned the women
and children to stay off the streets, and swept
through the streets of Bisbee rounding up Wobblies.

The Bisbee Daily Review published an extra with
banner headlines saying, “All women and children
keep off streets today."* The Telegraph company
was ordered to refuse telephone service to anyone try-
ing to make an out-of-town call. Led by Sheriff
Wheeler, the members of the posse quickly began
rounding up men on the streets and in the restau-
rants of the still quier community. While that phase
of the roundup progressed, other sections of the
posse began a systemic search of the boarding houses
and residences. Because of the early hour most men
were either still in bed or just beginning to have
breakfast. Men seized were asked one question, “Are
you working?” If the response was no, they were ar-
tested. Those arrested were normally only given time
to grab a few articles of clothing,*

Briefed by Sheriff Wheeler and Greenway that the
way to avoid trouble was to be organized and in
greater number than the individuals being arrested,
the deputies met with little serious resistance. A
number of brief scuffles, often with the wives of
workers, occurred but few serious injuries resulted. In
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[nitially those who were rounded were marched to and held in the post office plaza in the center of Bisbee. Those with
the white cloths tied around the left arm are posse members. Courtesy of Bisbee Mining and Historical Museum, Sand-
quist Collection, #76.91.27y

a report made to the Arizona State attorney general,
Ruza Delja related how she was pushed aside and her
husband beaten until he agreed to accompany the
deputies. Mrs. John Conner, operator of a boarding
house, told a similar story of being threatened with a
rifle if she did not step aside. One of the most poign-
ant accounts is that of young Matt Hanhila. Asleep
in the front room of his home, he was awakened by
armed deputies pounding on the front door. When
his father opened the door to confront them, Matt
recalled his father looking at the gun he had above
the door, considering the odds, and deciding not to
use the gun. Matt wished his father had grabbed the
gun and fought it out. Anna Payne, although she did
not use a gun, forced her way into the Warren ball-
park, berated and threatened a deputy, admonished
Dr. Bledsoe for his participation, and chastised Sher-
iff Wheeler, then removed her two sons from the
roundup.*

One case of deadly violence occurred when dep-
uty Orson P. McRae broke through the screen door
onto the porch where James Brew was sleeping. Brew
grabbed his pistol and shot McRae, killing him. The

other members of McRae’s group returned fire and
killed Brew.*

By mid-morning over one thousand men had
been rounded up. Inidally held near the post office,
as the number grew they were taken to the railroad
station and then marched three miles to Warren,
where they were held in the ballpark. Gradually the
number increased until approximately 2,000 were
inside the ballpark, filling the stands and spilling out
on to the baseball field. During the day, those ar-
rested were given the opportunity to prove they were
not Wobblies and were working and should not be
deported. Those who were successful were released.*

Shortly before noon twenty-three El Paso and
Southwestern Railroad cattle and box cars rolled on
the track beside the ballpark. The deputies quickly
formed lines and began loading the men onto the
recently emptied cars, fifty men to a car. Even as they
were loading, a few men were pulled out of line. Fi-
nally 1,186 men were on the cars. Guards took posi-
tions on top of the train and it started east for New
Mexico.”

Two brief stops were made so the engine could
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A line of deportees being marched along rail cars out of
Bisbee toward Lowell. Courtesy of Jeremy Rowe.

69

Line of deportees being held under guard on the way out of Bisbee. Courtesy of Jeremy Rowe,
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Deportees being marched under guard from
Lowell toward Warren, Courtesy of Bisbee
Mining and Historical Museum, Bendixon
Collection. #74.41.5A

Deportees marching between Lowell and
Bakersville. Courtesy of Vincent Murray.

A closer photograph of the deportees being
marched under heavy guard berween Lowell
and Bakersville. Courtesy of Vincent
Murray.
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The line of deportees marching along the rail-
road track beside the ballpark in Warren. They
were held in the ballpark until loaded onto the
train for shipment to New Mexico. Courtesy of
Vincent Murray.

View of Warren and ballpark. The large build-
ing on the left is the C & A office. Courtesy of
Vincent Murray.

General scene of the crowd in Warren when
the deportees arrived from Bisbee. Courtesy of
Vincent Murray.
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Crowd outside of Warren ballpark as deport-
ees were being moved into the ballpark. Cour-
tesy of Yincent Murray.

Warren ballpark. C & A office on the left.
Deportees are being held in front of the
bleachers while being questioned about their
status. Those who could prove they were not
Wobblies or agitators were released, Courtesy
of Vincent Murray.

By noon a recently unloaded train of cattle
cars was in position and Wobblies were being
loaded onto the cars. By this time a large
crowd of spectators, including women and
children, were warching the deportation,
Courtesy of Vincent Murray.
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As the loadmg oFWobblies proceeded armed gua:ds were placed on top of the cars. They
would travel with the train, by this time called “The Wobbly Special”, when it left for New
Mexico. Courtesy of Vincent Murray.

The train departing for New Mexico. Guards remained on top until it artived at the its destination, Columbus, New
Mexico. While most of the crowd watching its departure were members of the posse it also included a number of women
and children and at least one baby. Courtesy of Bisbee Mining and Historical Museum, Brophy Collection. #74,115.28
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take on water, during which the deportees were al-
lowed to get out of the cars and stretch their legs. Ar-
riving at Columbus, New Mexico that evening the
local sheriff, on orders from New Mexico Governor
W.E. Lindsey, arrested those in charge of the depor-
tation and ordered the train to return to Arizona.
When the train reached Columbus, New Mexico, its
original destination, the citizens there refused to al-
low the deportees to be unloaded. The train back-
tracked to Los Hermanas where the guards aban-
doned the cars.”

Realizing the plight and desperate need of the
men, the U.S. government quickly moved to have
the army provide tents and food.

The ethnic make-up of those deported was:

80 percent of those deported were immigrants

33 percent of those being Mexican

28 percent Slovaks

12 percent Russian, and Finns, and

27 percent a mix of other Europeans. In terms of
union affiliation the deportees were evenly divided:
33 percent of those deported were Wobblies, 33 per-
cent were American Federation of Labor (AFL)
members and 33 percent were non union.”

The Army census at Los Hermanas listed 199 na-
tive born Americans and 468 naturalized Americans
among the deportees. The foreign-born deportees
included 141 British, 179 Slavs, and 82 Serbians.
The same census indicated the following union
memberships: IWW 426, AFL 381, and 361 with no
affiliation. Also, of those deported, five hundred
owned property in Bisbee.

Of the 571 deputies used in the deportation,
none had Mexican surnames. Bisbee’s 1910 popula-
tion mix was 24 percent Mexican, and five percent
Slavic.®

Life in the camp, although austere, was not harsh.
A letter of one deportee said, “Never had it so good.
Government feeding me and the town taking care of
my family.”" Not all felt the same way. Many de-
portees immediately began leaving the camp, many
of them wanting to return to families in Bisbee.
However, this effort was blocked by the guards
placed on the roads and rail lines leading into the
city. For months anyone attempting to enter Bisbee

had to prove they were not deportees. Some had legal
reasons for returning. Several had orders to report to
the medical center for induction physicals. Those ap-
prehended were taken before a judge, tried, and or-
dered to leave town.*

When word of the deportation leaked out, Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson, in an effort to determine
whether citizen’s rights had been violated, quickly
appointed an investigating (mediation) committee.
Composed of business and labor leaders, it also in-
cluded, as secretary, a young lawyer, Felix Frank-
furter. Following a series of hearings in a number of
cities and mining camps, the commission determined
there was no need for such drastic action. But it also
said, “grievance not such a nature as to have justified
a strike.”#

However, after six months’ preparation, two fed-
eral prosecutors were able to get a federal indictment
from the grand jury in Tucson and brought charges
against twenty-one leading Bisbee citizens. Harry
Wheeler, John C. Greenway, James Douglas, and W.
H. Brophy were on active duty in France and were
not charged.

Saturday, May 15, 1918, indictments were issued
in Tucson, Despite Wheeler being overseas, the case
was officially identified as United States v. Wheeler et
al. Included in the indictment were twenty-one other
Bisbee residents and officials. The indictment
charged them with “conspiracy to injure, oppress,
threaten and intimidate citizens in the exercise of the
right to peacefully reside in the state of Arizona.”*

Wheeler cabled from France:

assuming all responsibility for deportation,
Would do it again under same circumstances.
No traitors or . W.W. sympathizers over here,
only American soldiers. My country needs me
here, but when [ can be spared, if still alive
you will find me ready to go home and stand
with my friends and fellow Americans to un-
dergo any tribulations the politicians, 1.W.W.
sympathizers and other traitors can inflict.”®

E. E. Ellinwood filed a demurrer that no federal
laws had been violated and the case should be held in
a state court. In December, the federal court in San
Francisco ruled in his favor. The U.S. Justice De-
partment then appealed his ruling to the U.S. Su-
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preme Court and it, in November of 1920, with one
dissenting vote, upheld the lower court ruling.

Civil suits were filed by 968 individuals against
Phelps Dodge, Phelps Dodge Mercantile, Calumet
and Arizona Copper Company, and El Paso and
Southwest Railroad. Of those bringing suit only ten
had Hispanic surnames. Phelps Dodge responded by
agreeing to pay $1,250 to married men with chil-
dren, $1,000 to married men, and $500 to single
men. Later, when the criminal suit was thrown out,
the company backed off on paying.*

On February 7, 1920, 210 Bisbee citizens were
arraigned in the Tombstone courthouse on kidnap-
ping charges. Wheeler, now back in the U.S., was
too popular to be the principal being charged. So the
prosecutor pressured Judge Samuel ]. Pattee into
identifying Harry E. Wootton, a Phelps Dodge em-
ployee, Loyalty League member, and deputy, as the
principal defendant.

Those indicted were brought to trial, which was
held in the county seat in Tombstone. Charged with
“conspiracy to injure, oppress, threaten, and intimi-

date citizens in the exercise of the right to peaceably
reside in the state of Arizona.” The plaintiffs pleaded,
“Law of Necessity,” which is the right of a commu-
nity to defend itself against a perceived threat.””

The trial lasted three months. The strong feelings
of those involved was indicated by the number who,
under oath in the witness chair, claimed responsibil-
ity for organizing the deportation. Wheeler, on the
stand, took full responsibility. Miles Merrill also
claimed he was the author of the plan.

After three months the case went to the jury.
Wooton, after sixteen minutes of deliberation, was
acquitted on the first ballot. No one was convicted.

Although the deportation occurred almost a cen-
tury ago, the memory of the event still generates
strong feelings in Bisbee. One cannot spend much
time there without encountering someone whose
family was involved, on one side or the other. Walk-
ing the streets of Tombstone Canyon or Brewery
Gulch or standing in Warren ballpark, one has a
sense that 1917 still lives in Bisbee.
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