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Front Cover:  The facade of the shaft house over “B” shaft at Cleveland-
Cliffs Iron Company’s Cliffs Shaft Mine, at Ishpeming, Michigan.  The 
company enveloped the 1880s wooden headframes over “A” and “B” 
shafts with reinforced-concrete shaft houses in 1919.  Concerned about 
the aesthetics of such prominent structures, Cleveland-Cliffs hired 
an architect who designed them as Egyptian-revival obelisks (right).  
These shaft houses became obsolete, in turn, when the headframe for 
the new, more efficient “C” shaft was completed in 1955.

Back Cover:  As a Lake Superior and Ishpeming Railroad engine 
shoves another cut of ore cars full of taconite pellets onto Cliffs Natural 
Resources’ Presque Isle Dock at Marquette, Michigan, on 7 June 2019, 
Interlake Steamship Company’s Hon. James L. Oberstar clears the far 
end of the dock with a load bound for U.S. Steel on the Rouge River at 
Detroit.  Built in 1911, the dock is 1,250 feet long and has four tracks, 
each with room for fifty ore cars.  Its two hundred ore bins have a total 
capacity of fifty thousand tons and transfer about ten million tons of 
iron ore annually.  
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