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History of Mining

Compiled by Lysa Wegman-French

The following bibliography contains books, 
dissertations and theses, articles and chapters of 
books, and other media—organized within those 
four categories—that provide new content relat-
ed to the history of all types of mining in North 
America (that is, Canada, the United States, and 
Central America).  It does not include book re-
view articles, nor reissued or subsequent editions 
of material. 

Digital capabilities are changing our options for 
seeing works of interest. Some films and printed 
works are available for viewing on the internet.  
We have not included URLs for these, but check 
the internet for their availability. Moreover, some 
articles are available only on the internet; for these 
we have included the URL. In addition, many old-
er books are now being reissued as e-books, and 
older films are being distributed as DVDs.  We 
did not include them in this compilation since the 
content is not new.  However, if you are interested 
in an older work, check to see if it is  now available  
as  an  e-book  or  DVD  (WorldCat.org is a good 
source for this information). 

We thank all the members who have sent in 
contributions, and welcome suggestions for our 
next compilation.

Books:

Akers Chácon, Justin.  Radicals in the Barrio: 
Magonistas, Socialists, Wobblies, and Communists 
in the Mexican American Working Class.  Chica-
go: Haymarket Books, 2018.  [Also an e-book.  

Includes Arizona copper mines, the Colorado 
Coal Wars, and communist miners involved in 
the Cold War civil rights struggle.]

Allan, Chris.   Arctic Odyssey: A History of 
the Koyukuk River Gold Stampede in Alaska’s Far 
North.  Fairbanks: National Park Service, Fair-
banks Administrative Center, 2016.

Ammons, Doug.  A Darkness Lit by Heroes: 
The [Butte] Granite Mountain-Speculator Mine 
Disaster of 1917.  Missoula: Water Nymph Press, 
2017.

Andrist, Ralph K.   The Gold Rush.  [Scotts 
Valley, CA]: CreateSpace Independent Publish-
ing, 2016.  [Also an e-book.]

Anschutz, Philip F.  Out Where the West Be-
gins: Profiles, Visions, and Strategies of Early West-
ern Business Leaders.  Denver: Cloud Camp Press, 
2015.  [Conveys short biographies of Meyer 
Guggenheim, Nathaniel P. Hill, George Hearst, 
Spencer Penrose, and others.]

Avella, Steven M.  Charles K. McClatchy and 
the Golden Era of American Journalism.  Colum-
bia: University of Missouri Press, 2016.  [Includes 
a discussion of the Sacramento Bee’s battle against 
hydraulic mining.]

Baldwin, Douglas.  Cobalt: The Cradle of 
Hard Rock Mining in Canada.  Cobalt, ON: 
White Mountain Publications, 2016.
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Bamonte, Tony.  Historic Wallace, Idaho: 
And My Unforeseen Ties.  Spokane: Tornado 
Creek Publications, 2017.

Beaton, Meaghan Elizabeth.  The Centennial 
Cure: Commemoration, Identity, and Cultural 
Capital in Nova Scotia during Canada’s 1967 
Centennial Celebrations.  Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 2017.  [Also an e-book.  The Cape 
Breton  (Coal) Miners’ Museum is one of four 
projects discussed in the book.]

Beck, Bill, and Iron Range Resources and Re-
habilitation Board.  IRRRB at 75: Celebrating 75 
Years on the [Minnesota] Iron Range, 1941-2016.  
Virginia, MN: W. A. Fisher Co., 2016.

Bélanger, Pierre, and Nina-Marie Lister (eds.).  
Extraction: Exhibition Catalog Venice Architec-
ture Biennale, Canadian Exhibition 2016.  Ven-
ice: Opsys, 2016.  [Investigates the architectures, 
histories, and political economies of Canada’s re-
source extraction industry.]

Bélanger, Pierre.  Extraction Empire: Under-
mining the Systems, States, and Scales of Canada’s 
Global Resource Empire.  Cambridge, MA: MIT 
Press, 2018.

Beniquez, Lorena.   Lost Coal Country of 
Northeastern Pennsylvania.  (Images of Modern 
America.)  Charleston, SC: Arcadia Publishing, 
2017.  [Also an e-book.]

Berman, David R.  George Hunt: Arizona’s 
Crusading Seven-Term Governor.  Tucson: Uni-
versity of Arizona Press, 2015.  [Also an e-book. 
Includes his battles with mining interests.]

Best, Betty Warren.   Ironwood [Michigan] 
Roots: Memories of the Upper Peninsula.  Brass-
town, NC: Best Gearhart Knitting Machines, 
2017.

Bezilla, Michael, and Luther Gette.  Branch 
Line Empires: The Pennsylvania and the New York 
Central Railroads.  Bloomington: Indiana Univer-
sity Press, 2017.  [Also an e-book. The two lines, 
among the country’s largest businesses, helped de-
velop central Pennsylvania as the nation’s largest 
supplier of bituminous coal.]

Billings, Dwight B., and Ann E. Kingsolv-
er.  Appalachia in Regional Context.  Lexington: 
University Press of Kentucky, 2018.  [Also an e-
book.]

Black, Megan.   The Global Interior: Mineral 
Frontiers and American Power.  Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University Press, 2018.  [The U.S. De-
partment of the Interior operates in indigenous 
lands (for example, coal mining on the Crow res-
ervation) but has also pursued minerals beyond 
U.S. borders.]

Braches, Fred.  Fact and Fiction: Slumach and 
the Lost Creek Mine.  Maple Ridge, BC: Whon-
nock Books, 2017.

Brackbill, Eleanor Phillips.   The Queen of 
Heartbreak Trail: The Life and Times of Harriet 
Smith Pullen, Pioneering Woman [in Skagway, 
Alaska].  Guilford, CT: TwoDot, 2016.  [Also an 
e-book.]

Bradley, Christine A., and Duane A. Smith.  
The Once and Future Silver Queen of the Rockies: 
Georgetown, Colorado and the Fight for Survival 
into the 20th Century.   (Mining the American 
West.)   Boulder: University Press of Colorado, 
2017.

Bridges, Edwin C.   Alabama: The Making 
of an American State.   Tuscaloosa: University of 
Alabama Press, 2016.  [Also an e-book.  Includes a 
chapter on mines and mills, 1875 to 1914.]
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Brooks, David.  Restoring the Shining Waters: 
Superfund Success at Milltown, Montana.  Nor-
man: University of Oklahoma Press, 2015.  [Ar-
senic-laced waste from copper-mining operations 
had accumulated behind the dam.]

Brown, Karida.  Gone Home: Race and Roots 
through Appalachia.  Chapel Hill: University of 
North Carolina Press, 2018.  [Also an e-book.  
Tells the story of Appalachian African Americans 
living and working in steel and coal towns.]

Bruno, Lee.  Misfits, Merchants and Mayhem: 
Tales from San Francisco’s Historic Waterfront, 
1849-1934.  Petaluma, CA: Cameron, 2018.

Burke, Anthony.   Uranium.  Malden, MA: 
Polity, 2017.  [Also an e-book.  Though primar-
ily a geopolitical view, mining is discussed in one 
chapter.]

Burke, Flannery.  A Land Apart: The South-
west and the Nation in the Twentieth Century.  
Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2017.  [Also 
an e-book.  Chapter 7 focuses on “Boom Towns: 
The Nuclear Southwest.”] 

Burtchard, Greg C., Jacqueline Y. Cheung, 
and Robert McIntyre.  Mining Glacier Basin: His-
tory of the Glacier Basin Mining District, Mount 
Rainier National Park [Washington].  Ashford, 
WA: National Park Service, Mount Rainier Na-
tional Park, 2017.

Campione, Bob.   1968 Farmington Mine 
Disaster.  (Images of America.)  Charleston, SC: 
Arcadia Publishing, 2016.  [Also an e-book.  
Seventy-eight miners died after an explosion in a 
Consolidation Coal Company mine in West Vir-
ginia; the accident served as a catalyst for several 
new laws to protect miners.]

Carpita, Myrna Shafer.  Maggie . . . from Indi-
ana to Montana: A Pioneer Woman’s Story.  Dil-
lon, MT: Pioneer Publishing, 2016.  [Fresh out of 
high school in 1892, Maggie Halbert traveled to 
Wise River, Montana, to teach school in nearby 
rough-hewn and hastily built mining and ranch-
ing communities.]

Castellón Huerta, Blas Román.   Cuando 
la Sal era una Joya: Antropología, Arqueología 
y Tecnología de la Sal durante el Posclásico en 
Zapotitlán, Puebla [When Salt was a Jewel: An-
thropology, Archeology and Salt Technology dur-
ing the Postclassic in Zapotitlán].  México, D.F.: 
Secretaría de Cultura, Instituto Nacional de An-
tropología e Historia, 2016.

Charles River Editors.   The California Gold 
Rush: The History and Legacy of the Forty-Niners 
and America’s Golden Dream.  [Boston]: Charles 
River Editors, 2017.

Charles River Editors.   The Klondike Gold 
Rush: The History of the Late 19th Century Gold 
Rush in Alaska and the Yukon.  [Boston]: Charles 
River Editors, 2017. 

Charles River Editors.  The West Virginia Coal 
Wars: The History of the 20th Century Conflict be-
tween Coal Companies and Miners.  [Scotts Valley, 
CA]: CreateSpace Independent Publishing Plat-
form, 2016.

Clark, Ken.  Pittsburg, Shawmut & Northern 
Railroad.  (Images of Rail.)  Charleston, SC: Ar-
cadia, 2016.  [Provides information on the Shaw-
mut (Coal) Mining Company in Pennsylvania.]

Cole, Wayne A.   Coal Runners.  (Vol. 13 of 
Ghost Rails.)  Beaver Falls, PA: Cole-books, 2016.  
[Examines several rail lines in western Pennsylva-
nia that existed primarily to bring coal from mines 
to major rail lines or to industrial sites.]
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Conarroe, Doug.  80026: An Illustrated His-
tory of Lafayette, Colorado, 1829-1929.  Lafayette: 
6000 Bees, 2017.  [Includes descriptions of coal 
mining in the area.]

Conlogue, William.   Undermined in Coal 
Country: On the Measures in a Working Land.  
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2017.  
[Also an e-book.  Explores how two overlapping 
coal country landscapes—Scranton, Pennsylva-
nia, and Marywood University—have coped with 
the aftermath of mining.]

Corbeil, Laurent.  The Motions Beneath: In-
digenous Migrants on the Urban Frontier of New 
Spain [1590 to 1630].  Tucson: University of Ari-
zona Press, 2018.  [Also an e-book.  New silver 
mines around San Luis Potosí, Mexico, sparked 
the need for labor; responding immigrants be-
longed to ten linguistic groups.]

Crawford, Alan Pell.  How Not to Get Rich: 
The Financial Misadventures of Mark Twain.  Bos-
ton: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017.  [Also 
an audio CD.  Among his many bad investments, 
Mark Twain planned to strike it rich in soon-to-
be failed mines.]

Crouch, Gregory.   The Bonanza King: John 
Mackay and the Battle over the Greatest Riches in 
the American West.  New York: Scribner, 2018.  
[Also an e-book.  Explores how Mackay gained a 
fortune from Nevada’s Comstock Lode.]

Crumrin, Timothy R.   Til the Coal Train 
Hauled It Away: A Memoir of the Rise and De-
mise of a Small Town.  Bloomington, IN: Author-
House, 2017.  [West Terre Haute, Indiana, grew 
due to coal, clay, and gravel mining; when those 
resources were depleted, a downward spiral be-
gan.]

Czambel, Gene, and Rand Gee.   Forgotten 
Mines and Coal Towns of Thoms Run: 1880 to 
1930, Collier Township, Allegheny County, Penn-
sylvania.  Pentwater, MI: Rand Gee, 2018.

Daley, John, and Marlene Daley.   History of 
Taunton Bay: [Silver and Gold] Mining, Shipping, 
and Diving: Franklin, Hancock, and Sullivan, 
Maine.  Sullivan, ME: Galley Publishing, 2017.

Dant, Sara.  Losing Eden: An Environmental 
History of the American West.  (Western History 
series.)  Malden, MA: John Wiley and Sons, 2016.  
[Also an e-book.]

Dieterich-Ward, Allen.  Beyond Rust: Metro-
politan Pittsburgh and the Fate of Industrial Amer-
ica.  Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 2016.  [Also an e-book. Cities that sprang 
up to support coal mines and steel mills were 
often centered on a single employer in a single 
industry, so often suffered when industry condi-
tions changed.]

Duerden, Timothy J.  Lewis Hine: Photogra-
pher and American Progressive.  Jefferson, NC: 
McFarland, 2018.  [His disturbing images of chil-
dren at work in coal mines and other places trig-
gered the movement to end child labor.]

Echenberg, Myron J.  Humboldt’s Mexico: In 
the Footsteps of the Illustrious German Scientific 
Traveller.  Montreal: McGill-Queen’s University 
Press, 2017.  [Also an e-book.  After inspecting 
New Spain’s silver mines in Taxco, Pachuca, and 
Guanajuato in the early 1800s, Humboldt wrote 
favorably of their potential, helping to attract 
British investment, but he also highlighted the 
deplorable working conditions of the miners and 
their resulting poor health.]
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Ellyn, Laura.  Ginger Goodwin: A Worker’s 
Friend.  Toronto: Between the Lines, 2015.  [This 
graphic history presents the biography of the Brit-
ish Columbian labor leader.]

Elliott, Marie.  Gold in British Columbia: Dis-
covery to Confederation.  Vancouver: Ronsdale, 
2018.

Farley, Bill.  James A. Murray: Butte’s Radical 
Irish Millionaire.  Missoula: Mountain Press Pub-
lishing Company, 2018.

Feather, Carl E.  Ashtabula Harbor, Ohio: A 
History of the World’s Greatest Iron Ore Receiv-
ing Port.  Geneva, OH: Feather Cottage Media, 
2017.

Flandreau, Marc.  Anthropologists in the Stock 
Exchange: A Financial History of Victorian Science.  
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2016.  [Un-
covers plots by early British anthropologists to use 
their scientific status to manipulate the stock mar-
ket.  Includes Bedford Pim’s investments in min-
ing companies in Nicaragua and statements about 
race and racial identity being tied to financial con-
cerns.]

Fountain, Bill, and Sandra F. Mather.  Chas-
ing the Dream: John A. Traylor and the Royal Ti-
ger Mines Company.  Breckenridge, CO: Breck-
enridge Heritage Alliance, 2017.  [The company 
operated from 1917 to the mid 1930s.]

Frank, V. Larry.   Colorado’s Great Depression 
Gold Rush: The Oliver Twist Tunnel.  Lake City, 
CO: Western Reflections Publishing, 2017.  
[George and Robert Elder worked the old tunnel 
at thirteen thousand feet above sea level in Lead-
ville’s mining district.]

Frazer, Lillian, and Christy Steele Frazer 
(eds.).  Wildflowers and Train Whistles.  Bloom-
ington, IN: AuthorHouse, 2018.  [Lillian Crone 
Frazer recalls her life as a coal camp kid in Min-
den, West Virginia.]

Fridlund, Paul.   The Tragedy of May 10th, 
1892: Explosion Kills 45 Coal Miners in Roslyn.  
Roslyn, WA: Roslyn Ronald Cle Elum Heritage 
Club, 2017.

Frye, Harriet.  Tennessee’s Great Copper Basin.  
(Images of America.)  Charleston, SC: Arcadia 
Publishing, 2017.  [Also an e-book.]

Golding, Barry, and Suzanne D. Golding.  En-
ergy and Sustainability: The Story of Doctor Cop-
per and King Coal.  Cham, Switzerland: Springer, 
2017.  [Also an e-book.]

Gordon, Alan.  Time Travel: Tourism and 
the Rise of the Living History Museum in Mid-
Twentieth-Century Canada.  Vancouver: UBC 
Press, 2017.  [Includes a discussion of the restora-
tion and reconstruction of Barkerville, part of the 
Cariboo, British Columbia, gold rush.]

Gray, Charlotte, and Catherine Huot.   Or-
pailleurs: Faire Fortune au Klondike [Gold Min-
ers: Making a Fortune at the Klondike].  [Québec]: 
Presses de l’Université Laval, 2016.  [Also an e-
book.]

Greene, Ronald A.   Carlo Gentile, [British 
Columbian] Gold Rush Photographer, 1863-1866.  
Victoria, BC: Greene Frogge Press, 2015.

Grossman, Sarah E. M.   Mining the Border-
lands: Industry, Capital, and the Emergence of 
Engineers in the Southwest Territories, 1855-1910.  
Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2018.
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Hackney, Joseph, and Tom Emery (eds.).  “A 
Rough Broken Country”: Diary of a Wagon Train to 
the California Gold Rush.  [Springfield, IL]: Tom 
Emery, 2016.  [Hackney kept a diary while on his 
six-month wagon train journey from Illinois to 
Sacramento during the 1849 gold rush.]

Hague, Rick, and Sandra F. Mather.  Windows 
to the Past: Summit Historical Society Fiftieth An-
niversary.  Dillon, CO: Summit [County] Histor-
ical Society, 2016.  [Includes silver and gold min-
ing around Breckenridge and Ten Mile Canyon.]

Harris, Wess (ed.).  Written in Blood: Courage 
and Corruption in the Appalachian War of Extrac-
tion.  Oakland, CA: PM Press; and Gay, West Vir-
ginia: Appalachian Community Services, 2017.  
[Also an e-book.]

Herbert, Christopher.  Gold Rush Manliness: 
Race and Gender on the Pacific Slope.  (Emil and 
Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History 
and Biography.)  Seattle: University of Washing-
ton Press, 2018.

Himler, Martin, and Cathy Cassady Corbin 
(eds.).  The Making of an American: The Autobiog-
raphy of a Hungarian Immigrant, Appalachian En-
trepreneur, and OSS Officer.  Knoxville: University 
of Tennessee Press, 2018.  [The coal-mining entre-
preneur established the Himler Coal Company, 
the small town of Himlerville, Kentucky, and the 
weekly Hungarian Miners’ Journal.]

Hoyo Cabrera, Eugenio del, and Thomas Hill-
erkuss.  Pleito de Mineros en Zacatecas, Siglo XVI 
[Miners’ Lawsuits in Zacatecas in the Sixteenth 
Century].  [Zacatecas, México]: Crónica del Es-
tado de Zacatecas, 2016.

Hulse, James W.  A Great Basin Mosaic: The 
Culture of Rural Nevada.  Reno: University of 
Nevada Press, 2017.  [Also an e-book.  A chapter 
discusses copper mining in White Pine County.]

Illing, Thora Kerr.  Gold Rush Queen: The Ex-
traordinary Life of Nellie Cashman.  Victoria, BC: 
TouchWood Editions, 2016.  [Also an e-book.]

Isenberg, Andrew C.   The California Gold 
Rush: A Brief History with Documents.  (Bedford 
Series in History and Culture.)  Boston: Bedford/
St. Martin’s, 2018.

Jacobson, Mark I., and Gloria A. Staebler.  The 
Denver Gem and Mineral Show: A Retrospective.  
Denver: Greater Denver Area Gem and Mineral 
Council, 2017.

Jameson, W. C.   The Lost Canyon of Gold: 
The Discovery of the Legendary Lost Adams Dig-
gings [Greenlee County, Arizona].  Guilford, CT: 
TwoDot, 2017.  [Also an e-book.]

Jessen, Kenneth.  Frontier Colorado Gunfights: 
True Stories of Outlaws and Lawmen in the Ameri-
can West.  Loveland, CO: J.V. Publications, 2017.  
[Briefly describes Sheriff Cyrus “Doc” Shores 
ending the 1891 Crested Butte coal strike with a 
shootout.]

Johnson, Jean.  Grit and Gold: The Death Val-
ley Jayhawkers of 1849.  Reno: University of Ne-
vada Press, 2018.  [On their way to the California 
goldfields, the group became lost in the mountains 
and dry valleys of southern Nevada and California 
as winter descended.]

Jordan, Lee, and Michael C. Hawfield.  Stam-
pede!: Saints, Successes, Suckers and Scoundrels 
of the Yukon Gold Rush.  Chugiak, AK: Samson 
Press, 2016.

Karmel, Jonathan D.  Dying to Work: Death 
and Injury in the American Workplace.  Ithaca: 
Cornell University Press, 2017.  [Also an e-
book.]
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Kaunonen, Gary.   Flames of Discontent: The 
1916 Minnesota Iron Ore Strike.  Minneapolis: 
University of Minnesota Press, 2017.  [Also an e-
book.]

Kenyon, Anthony.  The Recorded History of 
the Liard Basin 1790-1910: Where British Co-
lumbia Joins the Yukon and N.W.T.  Fort Nelson, 
BC: Fort Nelson News, 2016.  [One chapter is 
based on a journal describing daily life journey-
ing up the thousand miles of frozen Liard River 
to the Klondike, dragging thousands of pounds of 
weight on toboggans.]

Knowles, Josephine.  Gold Rush in the Klond-
ike: A Woman’s Journey in 1898-99.  Fresno, CA: 
Quill Driver Books, 2016.  [Also an e-book.  
Knowles traced her arduous trip to the goldfields 
in this detailed memoir.]

Lai, Chuenyan David, and Ding Guo.  Great 
Fortune Dream: The Struggles and Triumphs of 
Chinese Settlers in Canada, 1858-1966.  Half-
moon Bay, BC: Caitlin Press, 2016.

Langston, Nancy.  Sustaining Lake Superior: 
An Extraordinary Lake in a Changing World.  
New Haven: Yale University Press, 2017.   [Also 
an e-book.  Includes chapters on taconite iron ore 
mining.]

La Torre, Filippo.  Per un Pugno di Amianto: 
L’Avventura di un Minatore Siciliano a Cassiar [For 
a Fistful of Asbestos: The Adventure of a Sicilian 
Miner in Cassiar].  (Frammenti di Memoria, no 
55.)  [Guidonia Montecelio, Italy]: Iacobelli Edi-
tore, 2016.  [La Torre recalls mining asbestos in 
British Columbia from the 1960s.]

Lebart, Luce.  Gold and Silver: Daguerréotypes, 
Ambrotypes and Tintypes from the Gold Rush 
[of California and the Yukon] [Or et Argent: 
Daguerréotypes, Ambrotypes et Ferrotpyes de la 

Ruée vers l’Or].  Paris: RVB Books; and Ottawa: 
Canadian Photography Institute / Institut Cana-
dien de la Photographie, 2017.  [Based on a 2018 
exhibit at the National Gallery of Canada in Ot-
tawa.]

Leech, Brian James.  The City That Ate Itself: 
Butte, Montana and Its Expanding Berkeley Pit.  
Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2018.  [Also an 
e-book.]

Linsteadt, Sylvia.  Lost Worlds of the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area.  Berkeley: Heyday, 2017.  [Mount 
Diablo coal mines and the New Almaden Quick-
silver Mine are included.]

Lizzio, Ken.  Forty-Niner: The Extraordinary 
[California] Gold Rush Odyssey of  Joseph Golds-
borough Bruff.  New York: The Countryman Press, 
2017.  [Also an e-book.]

Lorey, Frank.   A Guide to the Gold Rush 
Country of California.  [Charleston, SC]: America 
through Time, 2017.  [Covers the historic towns 
and mining locations near Highway 49, known as 
California’s “Golden Highway.”]

Lussana, Sergio A.  My Brother Slaves: Friend-
ship, Masculinity, and Resistance in the Antebel-
lum South.  (New Directions in Southern His-
tory.)  Lexington: University Press of Kentucky, 
2016.  [Also an e-book.  Devotes a few pages to 
slaves working in mines.]

Lydon, Patrick Perry.  The Gold Will Speak for 
Itself: Peter Leech and Leechtown: Victoria’s Gold-
rush.  [Victoria, BC]: Lydon Shore Publishing, 
2013.

Mack, Sean R., Rita A. Miraglia, and Cindy 
Williams.   Legacy of the Banner Creek Railroad 
Station.  [Nome]: Bureau of Indian Affairs, Alaska 
Region, Branch of Regional Archeology, 2016.
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Maggor, Noam.   Brahmin Capitalism: Fron-
tiers of Wealth and Populism in America’s First 
Gilded Age.  Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press, 2017.  [Briefly refers to elite Bostonians’ in-
vestments in mining in the West.]

Magnaghi, Russsell M.  Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan: A History.  Marquette: 906 Heritage 
Publishing, 2017.

Marks, Lynne.  Infidels and the Damn Church-
es: Irreligion and Religion in Settler British Colum-
bia.  Vancouver: University of British Columbia 
Press, 2017.  [Also an e-book.  Traces the origins 
of irreligion in B.C. to the unique character of the 
region’s settler society.]

Marshall, Daniel Patrick.  Claiming the Land: 
British Columbia and the Making of a New El Do-
rado.  Vancouver: Ronsdale Press, 2017.  [Also an 
e-book. Set in the 1858 Fraser River gold rush, the 
book focuses on the conflict between California 
gold miners and people of the fur trade (both na-
tive and Hudson’s Bay Company), while the Brit-
ish attempted to retain control in their colony.]

McGirr, Lisa.   The War on Alcohol: Prohibi-
tion and the Rise of the American State.  New York: 
Norton, 2016.  [In one section, the author wraps 
together prohibition, the Ku Klux Klan, evangeli-
calism, prejudice against Italian immigrants, and 
the “Herrin Massacre,” in which striking Illinois 
coal miners, strikebreakers, guards, and managers 
were killed.]

Melillo, Edward Dallam.  Strangers on Famil-
iar Soil: Rediscovering the Chile-California Con-
nection.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 2015.  
[Among many connections, the author discusses 
Chilean miners in the California gold rush and 
the attitude toward Latinos at that time.]

Mentz, Brígida von.  Señoríos Indígenas y Re-
ales de Minas en el Norte de Guerrero y Comarcas 
Vecinas: Etnicidad, Minería y Comercio: Temas de 
Historia Económica y Social del Periodo Clásico al 
Siglo XVIII [Native Domains and Royal Mines in 
the North of Guerrero and Neighboring Districts: 
Ethnicity, Mining and Commerce: Issues of Eco-
nomic and Social History from the Classical Period 
to the Eighteenth Century].  México D.F.: Centro 
de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en An-
tropología Social, 2017.

Mercedes, Teódulo Antonio.   Minería Do-
minicana: Desarrollo Irracional [Dominican Min-
ing: Irrational Development].   (Publicaciones del 
Archivo General de la Nación, 290.)  Santo Do-
mingo, Dominican Republic: Archivo General de 
la Nación, 2017.

Merritt, Grant J.   Iron and Water: My Life 
Protecting Minnesota’s Environment.  Minneapo-
lis: University of Minnesota Press, 2018.  [Also an 
e-book.  As former head of the Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency, and board member of the 
Minnesota Environmental Quality Council, Mer-
ritt goes behind the scenes of landmark legal cases 
in Minnesota history, particularly the Reserve 
Mining case.  The author’s ancestors included the 
“Seven Iron Men,” who pioneered Mesabi Range 
mining.]

Mickleburgh, Rod.  On the Line: A History of 
the British Columbia Labour Movement.  Madeira 
Park, BC: Harbour Publishing, 2018.

Montana Standard, et al.  Mining City Memo-
ries: The Early Years.  N.p.: Pediment Publishing, 
2016.  [Butte from the late 1800s through 1939 
in historic photographs.]
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Mountford, Benjamin, and Stephen Tuffnell 
(eds.).  A Global History of Gold Rushes.  (Califor-
nia World  History Library 25.)  Oakland: Uni-
versity of California Press, 2018.  [Also an e-book.  
The essays utilize the most current research meth-
ods to explore gold rushes as connected phenom-
ena and emphasize their destructive power on in-
digenous communities and the environment.] 

Moya Pons, Frank.  El Oro en la Historia Do-
minicana [Gold in Dominican History].  Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic: Academia Do-
minicana de la Historia, 2016.

Muzylowski, Mike, and Jack Lee.   Mr. Mine 
Finder: The Life and Career of Mike Muzylowski.  
Vancouver: Echo Storytelling Agency, 2017.  [His 
role in the discovery of sixteen producing mines 
earned the geologist a place in the Canadian Min-
ing Hall of Fame.]

Neligh, Ian Paul.   Gold!: Madness, Murder, 
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the Diavik discoveries—one of the world’s rich-
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Press, 2018.  [Illustrates the devastating potential 
waiting in hundreds of abandoned mines through-
out the Rocky Mountains.]

Toroney, Frank.   If Coal Could Talk: The 
Death of a Town: Centralia [Pennsylvania] Before, 
During and After the Underground Coal Mine Fire 
of 1962.  Akron, OH: Forty-eight Hour Books, 
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107

Dissertations and Theses:

Addie, Sean C.  “‘Go Back to the Capital and 
Stay There’: The Mining Industry’s Resistance to 
Regulatory Reform in British Columbia, 1972-
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to 21st Century Frac Sand Mines.”  Senior thesis, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2017.
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nesota] Iron Range: Legacy of a 20th Century 
Industrial Community.”  Ph.D. diss., Michigan 
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Szilagyi, Steven Donald.  “Reprising the Trail 
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Men of the Mountains: The Effect of Violence 
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met and Arizona Mining Co, Bisbee’s Warren 
Ballpark gave copper miners a place to play and 
watch games.]

Recent Publications on the History of Mining



2018 Mining History Journal110

Baeten, John, Nancy Langston, and Don 
Lafreniere.  “A Geospatial Approach to Uncover-
ing the Hidden Waste Footprint of Lake Superi-
or’s Mesabi Iron Range.”  The Extractive Industries 
and Society 3, no. 4 (Nov. 2016): 1031-45.
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