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Front Cover: Northshore Mining’s taconite plant at Silver Bay, Minnesota, crushes iron ore to talcum-
powder consistency, then concentrates it using magnetic separation and flotation. The concentrate is
mixed with bentonite, rolled into pellets, andiaked for shipment. Pellets are conveyed to the loader or
to the enormous storage piles partly visible at left. Once the Canadian laker 4lgocape has received nearly
thirty thousand tons of taconite pellets she will depart for Quebec City.

Back Cover: On the evening of 16 June 2008, Edward L. Ryerson clears the breakwater at Superior,
Wisconsin, with a load of iron ore for Dominion Foundries and Steel Company, Hamilton, Ontario.
The 730-foot ship, built for Inland Steel Company of Chicago in 1960, can carry up to 27,500 tons of
taconite in her four holds, and make up to sixteen knots with her 9,900shp steam turbine. She was the
last American steamship built for Great Lakes service. (Editor’s photos.)



