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Yesterday: �e Soudan Mine, on the Vermilion Range, is the oldest and deepest underground iron mine 
in Minnesota.  Operated �om 1892 to 1962, the mine reached a depth of 2,341 feet and dri�ed almost a 

mile east and west.  Much of the surface plant of the early twentieth century remains as a museum. 
 

Today: An electric shovel dumps 35 cubic yards of magnetite ore into a 240-ton-capacity truck at the 
Hull Rust Mahoning Mine on the Mesabi Range at Hibbing, Minnesota.  �is largest open-pit

iron mine in the world can produce eight million tons of ore annually.  (Editor’s photos).
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Hard as the Rock Itself
Place and Identity in the American 
Mining Town
By David Robertson 
“Much of the literature about min-
ing emphasizes its negative aspects 
such as pollution and landscape 
degradation. This book, however, 
is different.  . . . one should be im-
pressed by how tenacious the former 
mining population can be—and how 
deeply the mining experience can 
affect attachments to the land, even 

though outsiders may consider that land ‘ruined.’ Written with re-
straint and remarkable objectivity, Hard as the Rock Itself is highly 
recommended to anyone interested in mining history....” 
—Montana: The Magazine of Western History

The Rise of the Silver Queen
Georgetown, Colorado, 1859–1896
By Liston E. Leyendecker, Duane A. 
Smith, & Christine A. Bradley 
Clark C. Spence Award for Best Book in 
Mining History, Mining History Associa-

tion

“The book is stuffed with beautiful pho-
tographs and contains fascinating sidebars 
on subjects such as mining technology and 
working-class culture. It is both sophisti-
cated and fun to read.” 

               —Western Historical Quarterly

The Mechanics of Optimism
Mining Companies, Technology, and 
the Hot Spring Gold Rush, Montana 
Territory, 1864–1868
By Jeffrey J. Safford 
“A detailed case study of eastern inves-
tors who blindly invested in ’surefire’ 
western mines. This book is extensively 
researched—using manuscript collec-
tions in eight states and the District of 
Columbia—and clearly written. It is a 
concise and a useful contribution to the 
history of western mining.” 

             —Journal of the West

    Recently Published in the Mining the American West Series

Radicalism in the Mountain West
Socialists, Populists, Miners, and Wobblies
By David Berman

“The clear, straightforward style along with the liberal use 
of direct quotes from historical figures make this a very 
readable and engaging book. . . . {Radicalism in the Moun-
tain West] fills a significant gap in the historical literature.” 
—David Brundage, University of California, Santa Cruz

Thomas F. Walsh
Progressive Businessman and Colorado 
Mining Tycoon
By John Stewart  
Mining the American West Series

The first complete biography of one of 
the West’s wealthiest mining magnates—
an Irish American prospector who struck 
it rich in Ouray County, Colorado. 
Walsh’s Camp Bird Mine yielded more 
than $20 million worth of gold ore in 
twenty years. John Stewart details Walsh’s 
years of struggle as well as his years of 

international fame and reveals this Colorado mogul’s enduring deter-
mination and philanthropy.

Drifting West
The Calamities of James White and Charles Baker
By Virginia Simmons

“Where does history leave off and folklore begin? Simmons implicitly 
provides one answer to this question as she relates the story of James 
White, who emerged from the Colorado River at Callville, NV, in 1867 
as the sole survivor of a prospecting expedition led by Charles Baker into 
the San Juan Mountains of Colorado. . . . Recommended for collections 
on Colorado history [and] the West.” 
—Library Journal
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