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By 1890 less than ten percent of the population 
was employed in the industry. Technology had 
replaced manpower. Hydraulic mining went tl1e 
way of the lawsuit and dredge mining visited d1e 
county's watercourses. Larger stamps, vanners, 
and chemistry concentrated ores for smelting. 

These innovations resulted in a very produc­
tive period between 1901 and 1916. But the 
1920s and 30s saw the industry grind in slow 
gear. That trend has continued to the present, 

with metal prices, production costs, and envi­
ronmental litigation slowing the lode mining en­
terprise. Today the new motl1er lode industries 
are recreation and retirement homes. 

The authors meticulously fo llow the indus­
try and all of its component parts in incredible 
detail. Readers will find this volume heavily il­
lustrated. Maps fix locations in the mind and 
the glossary makes the technology and nomen­
clature of mining accessible to any reader. Fur­
ther, the notes reveal meticulous research in pri­

mary sources. This book is clearly a model for 
mining history and a book that every western 
historian should read to understand the indus­
try. 

Gordon (dorris Bakken 
California State University, Fullerton 

Duane ~-\ . Srnith . Henry M. Teller: 
Colorado's Grand Old Man. Boulder: Univer­

sity Press of Colorado, 2002; 264 pages, 35 b&."\v 
photos, map, cloth, $29.95. 

Henqr Teller was a household name in Colo­
rado a century ago. Today his name is fou nd in 
places where he made his mark, but few people 
really know who he was or what he contributed 
to Colorado. Teller was born in Illinois in 1830, 
studied law there, and relocated to Central City, 
Colorado, in 186'1, where he set up a law office 
with partner Jliram Johnson. He got involved 
in politics early in Colo rado and supported Union 
efforts during the Civil \Var. In 186-1-, he sup-

ported a movement to gain statehood for 
Colorado tl1at was part of an effort to be sure 
that Lincoln had enough electoral votes to be 
reelected. Ilowever, most people in Colorado 
Territory were not ready for statehood, and his 
efforts in favor were defeated at the time. 

\\fhen statehood did come in 1876, Teller 
played an active role in establ ishing the new state 

government, and its Repul>lican legis latu re 
elected him as one of Colorado's U.S. senators 
in 1877. _-\t t·hat time state legislators elected 

senators, so Teller did not have to face voters as 
one would today. In the 1876 presidential elec­
tion, Colorado played a key role in electing Re­
publican Rutherford B. Hayes president; with­
out its electoral votes, the election would have 

gone to Samuel Tilden. Democrats accused 
Teller and other Colorado Republicans of using 
their influence and power to decide the election 
in Hayes' favor. _-\t no other time has Colo rado 
played such an important role in a presidential 
e lection. 

Teller effectively represented Colorado's min­
ing interests during his first term as senator. Tn 
1882, he was appointed secretary of the interior 
by President Chester _-\. _-\rthur, ending, for tl1e 

moment, his senate career. Teller's role as an 
advocate for Colorado's mining interests is one 
thing he is still remembered for, and his fight to 
protect tl1e mining industry is well documented 
here. _-\significant contribution this book makes 
is putting Teller's time as interior secretary into 
context. 

Teller had an undeserved reputation of be­
ing anti-Native _\merican . In the context of 
today's cultural and political climate, tl1at repu­

tation might be warranted, but in his day he held 
progressi\'e views. He believed in "civilizing" 
the Native _-\merican through education, so that 

he could make a living. Teller did believe thM 
Native _-\merican cultural beliefs and languages 

had to suppressed, and that English would be 
an important means of assimilation, but his views 
on tl1ese issues were mainstream for the time. 
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Teller favored Indian education o' ·er military 
campaigns, po in ting ou t that the twen ty-two 
million do llars spen t o n military campaigns at 
rhe rime he was in terior secretary could have 
educated thirty th ousand Indian children. Teller 
also suppo rted the rights o f legitimate settlers 
on public land, urging reforms that· would miti­
gate land fraud. Smith aptly points out that Teller 
was no p olicy innovator as interior secretary, but 
that he advanced new and o riginal ideas for run ­
ning the department. 

Teller was reelected as a senator from Colo­
rado in '1885, ~mel he went on to champio n th e 
free s ilver o r bimetallism issue. O ne o f the 
strengths of this book is its accoun t o f the sil­
ver issue and why it was so important for Colo­
rado mining. Bur the real linchpin of the book 
is relating how Teller's life was so interwoven 
with everything that took place in Colorado in 
the last half o f the nineteenth century . . -\ photo 
essay visually documenting Teller's lo ng politi­
cal career adds context. T his book is not only 
about Teller's life and long career, bu t is about 
the early history o f Colorado, since Teller and 
tha t history are so closely entwined. 

Teller's political be liefs led him to eventu­
ally abando n the Republican Party in 1900 and 
support William J enning'S Bryan fo r president. In 
doing so he kep t the support o f Colo radans and, 
to the ir satisfactio n, ren1ained a stalwart sup­
por ter of Colorado's economic and political in­
terests. In all, Teller served the federal govern­
ment and people of Colorado for thirty-th ree 
years. I Ie re tired in 1909 well respected by Colo­

radans. Teller, while secretary of the in terio r, 
stated that: " I hope that I may so discharge the 
duty of m y o ffice that when I lay down th e trust, 
no citizen of Co lorado will be ashamed." T hat 
succinctly describes Teller's en tire career in poli­
tics and is something any Colo rado politic ian 
today would do well to emulate. 

Ro bert Sorgenfrei 
Colorado School of ;\ fines 

Dan L. ;\[osier and Earle E. \Villiams. His­
tory of Tesla: A Califomia Coal Mining Town 
(2"cl eel.) . Frem o n t, C.-\.: Mines Road Books, 
2002; -J.l 5 pp., b&w pho tos, drawings, maps, bib., 
gloss., append ., incl ., paper, $29.95. 

O ne does not usually think o f Ca lifornia as a 
coal n1in ing state, hence it is a most pleasant 
surprise to receive this highly enjoyable history 
o f a la rgely-forgo tten Ca li fo rnia coal mining 
town. T he authors successfully and exhaustively 
describe the all -too-brief life of Tesla, its rise 
and fa ll. .-\ strong personal touch per vades this 
history, especially in the beginning and near the 
end. 

Coal was mined in Tcsla, a good twenty miles 
southwest o f Stockton, fro m 1897 until 1905, 
and th e town developed and died over the same 
period. T his book describes its history in forty 
(obviously brie t) chapters, fo llowed hy a bibli­
ography, twelve appendices, a glossary, and an 
index. Because the town existed fo r mining coal, 
coal mining is a core element in this history, but 
it is not the exclusive, nor even the m ain, fo­
cus- the town itself is. 

The first few chapters describe the discover­
ies and the start of coal mining. Of particular 
in teres t to mining historians will be the fact that 
the' f readwells, of _-\.Iaska gold-mining fam e, were 
a driving force behind this coal-mining endeavor. 
T he cri tical impo rtance of developing marke t 
access-meaning, in this case as in so many, the 
building of ra ilroad connections-is very nicely 
outl ined, as are the challenges involved in actu­
ally building the railroad. The in timate connec­
tjon be tween coal mining and railroad develop­

ment is described d early. 
\\lith coal mining developed and access to 

markets, a town grew up named after N iko la 
Tesla by John Tre(lc\well, apparently a g rea t ad­
mirer o f the a.c. genius. The growth and life of 
the town are documented in considerable detail 
in eleven topical chapters. Similarly, brief chap­
ters deal with different aspects of coal mining, 


