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Tbe RiJe of tbe Silrer Q11een is a biography of 
Colorado's earliest significan t silver mining town, 
under taken b y esteem ed Colo rado histo rian 
Liston Leyendecker sho rtly before his dea th in 
200'1. Leyendecker comple ted n1uch of the re­
search and wro te several of the chapters. Clear 
Creek Coun ty archivist and historian Christine 
Bradley and Colorado mining histo rian Duane 
Smith finished the pro ject. 

Th e boo k's f irs t two ch apters reco un t 
Georgetown's early history as a fa iled gold camp 
and during its early silver mining days up to its 
incorporation in 1868. Top ical chapters fo llow 
that cover tl1e prom otio n and develo pment of 
Georgetown's mines and the difficulties involved 
in p rocess ing t h e a rea's o res, c rea ti o n of 
Georgetown's econo mic and social ins titutions 

and in frastructure, and technological and legal 
deYelopm ents up to the arri,,al of th e Colorado 
Cen tral railroad in t·he district in 1877. T he next 
several chapters examine "a year in the life" o f 

the town, 1878, including " th e siker questio n" 
and local econo mic and social develo pments; 
con tinuing community developmen ts into th e 
early 1880s, as the blush of Georgetown's pros­

perity beg~m to fade; then G eorgetown's displace­
men t as the "Silver Queen" of Colo rado by 
Leadville, and its decline as a m ature mining dis­
tric t. T he book ends with considering contin­
ued community development in the face of the 
rising silver crisis o f the 1890s, culminating in 
panic and depressio n in '1893 and the end of the 
silver era with tl1e election of 1896. 

_-\ s a town biography, RiJe of tbe Siker Ql!eell 
does well highlighting G eorgetown's historical 
par ticulars, while using the town's circumstances 
to discuss many elernen ts typical of the mineral 

\\ 'est. These include such fam iliar problems as 
attracting investment, gaining affordable trans­
portatio n, and inventing the sophisticated met­
allurgical processes needed to trem the dis trict's 
refractory silver ores. T he book contains a very 
helpful discussion o f th e issues and events sur­
rounding the silver question. lt relies heavily on 
mining journals and area newspapers fo r its con­
temporary sources. Some chap ters are written 
almost exclusively from newspaper items. 

Part community h is tor y, part social his to ry 
of a Vic to rian mining town in the _-\merican 
\Ves t, lvJ'e of tbe SikerQ!IeC/1 is equally an exten­
sive pho to essay supplemented by useful maps 
and illustratio ns. Taking advantage o f the ex­
tensive pho tographic evidence of the town's his­
to ry that exists in arch ives and private holdings, 
the book features six pho to essays. These docu­
ment the town's early yea rs, its recreations, its 
mining and milling processes, its personalities 
prominen t and o bscure, its built environmen t, 
and its celebrated railroad . The G eorgetown 
Loop, completed to Silver Plume in 188-1-, be­
came an almos t instan t tourist sensatio n. Thus, 
even while still min ing, Geo rgetown began her 
transition to working the tourist trade. 

The autho rs meant their wo rk fo r a general 
historical audience as much as fo r scholars in 
western or mining history. T he book is a usefu l 
additio n to the li terature on Colorado history and 
mining, and will satisfy both of its intended au­
diences. RiJe of tbe SikerQ11ceJJ star ted as a labor 
o f love by Liston Leyendecker, who worked to 
preserve Georgetown's architecture, to rebuild 
the G eorgetown Loop railroad, and who owned 
a home in the town. It ended as a measure of 
devotion to his memory by his colleagues and 
friends in Colortldo history, Christine Bradle)' and 
Duane Smith . 
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