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New in the Mining 
the American West 
Series 

University Press of Colorado 

The Mechanics of Optimism 
Mining Companies, Technology, and the Hot Spring Gold Rush, Montana Territory, 1864-1868 

In The Mechanics of Optimism, Jeffrey J. Safford goes behind the scenes to investigate how gold mining 
ventures were financed, with eastern men investing huge sums into new technology and "sure-fire" 
developments, only to find that bonanzas were the exception, not the rule. 

"This study is more illustrative of what was going on in the early mining frontier than the studies of the 
Bonanza Kings or communities like Virginia City." 
-Sally Zanjani. author of A Mine of Her Own and The Glory Days of Goldfield, Nevada 

Available November 2004, $34.95 clothbound, ISBN: 0-87081-782-5 

Now back in print: 
The Great Coalfield War 
$21.95 at 
www.upcolorado.com 

Other books 
in the 
Mining the 
American 
West Series 

www .upcolorado. com 

TOWNS 

Orders c/o OUP Distnbullon Center, 2800 Venture Drive. Normon. OK 73069 • Phone· (800) 627-7377. (405) 325-2000 • Fox: (800) 735-0476. (405) 364-5798 
Ed1torlol office. 5589 Aropohoe Avenue. Suite 206C. Boulder. CO 80303 • Phone (720) 406-8849 • Fox: (720) 406-3443 

Front Cover: The Doe Run Company's primary lead smelter, the largest such facility in the 
United States, is located at Herculaneum, Missouri, about twenty-five miles south of St. Louis, 
just west of the Mississippi River. It extracts lead and other minerals from the rich ores of 
Southeast Missouri's Viburnum Trend, moving raw materials and products by road, rail, and 
river. (Photo courtesy of the Doe Run Company.) 

Back Cover: Stuck in the mud on your coal mine tour? No problem, if you've got a Cater­
pi llar CD-II Carry-dozer handy to haul you out. This not-so-little beauty has the heft (235,000 
lbs.) and horsepower (780) you need to quickly get you on your way. (Knight Hawk Coal Com­
pany, Creek Paum Mine, Ava, Ill. Editor's photo.) 
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