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Clark C. Spence

Clark Christian Spence was born in Great
Falls, Montana, on 25 May 1923. He grew up in
the Northwest, where he lived in both Montana
and Idaho. He served in the Army Air Corps dur-
ing World War II. After the war he returned to
the West, where he completed his bachelor’s and
master’s degrees at the University of Colorado,
Boulder. Spence earned his Ph.D. with Ernest S.
Osgood at the University of Minnesota. His doc-
toral dissertation appeared as British Investments
and the American Mining Frontier, 1860-1901
(Cornell University Press, 1958), published with
support from the American Historical Association’s
Albert J. Beveridge Award Committee in 1956.

Spence taught briefly at Carlton College in Min-
nesota, then spent the remainder of his career at Penn
State University from 1955 to 1960, and the University of Illinois at Urbana from 1960 until
1990. When he went to Illinois in 1960, Clark Spence replaced agricultural historian Fred A.
Shannon. Like Osgood and Shannon, Spence had broad research interests in the history of
the American West. While at Illinois he mentored seven doctoral students. Four of them
completed dissertations that examined mining history, one studied agricultural laborers,
another looked at railroad workers, and the final student focused on the Civil Wat.

Clark Spence is a founding member of the Mining History Association, and has fashioned a
solid record of scholarship on American mining, His Mining Engineers and the American West: The Lace
Boot Brigade, 1849-1933 (Yale University Press, 1970) strengthened Spence’s reputation as a student
of the mining industry. He is a past president of both the Western History Association (1969-70)
and the Mining History Association (1992). Although primarily known to members of the MHA for
his mining scholarship, Spence has also written on agriculture, American economic history, Montana,
and the Salvation Army colonies.

Clark’s scholarship is invariably characterized by an immersion in historical sources. His long-
time friend Gene Gressley notes that Clark not only used primary sources, but also helped others to
acquire them. In particular, Gressley credits Spence with identifying mining engineers whose per-
sonal papers became important additions to the University of Wyoming’s American Heritage Center.
Similarly, his former students remember Clark as a patient, tolerant, and friendly mentor, who con-
veyed his enthusiasm for sources to them and into their scholarship.

Each contributor to this special edition of the Mining History Journal is a former Spence student,
colleague or friend who appreciates Clark’s gentle humor, his love of history, and his determination
to incorporate primary sources. In our individual ways, we have contributed to this special issue out
of an affection for Clark, an appreciation for his example, and a satisfaction in acknowledging his
contributions to the history of American mining and the American West.

Ronald C. Brown
San Marcos, Texas
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New Studies from Seven Scholars of Mining History

A Passion for Go
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After the Boom in Tombstone and
Jerome, Arizona: Decline in Western
Resource Towns

ERIC L. CLEMENTS

The process of decline is thoroughly examined
through the histories of two Western towns that
were reinvented as tourist attractions following
their days of boom and bust.

408 pages, photos, maps; cloth $29.95, 0-87417-571-2

A Passion for Gold: An Autobiography

RALPH J. ROBERTS

A captivating autobiography by a pioneering geologist

who played a crucial role in locating a thirty-million-dollar

ore body that led to a modern-day gold rush in Nevada.
256 pages, photos, maps; cloth $29.95, 0-87417-502-X

Believing in Place: A Spiritual
Geography of the Great Basin
RICHARD V. FRANCAVIGLIA

Historian and geographer Richard V. Francaviglia explores
the connection between the environment and human
spirituality in the Great Basin.

312 pages, photos, illus.,, maps; cloth $24.95, 0-87417-542-9
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Calaveras Gold: The Impact of Mining
on a Mother Lode County

RONALD H. LIMBAUGH and

WILLARD P. FULLER JR.

California’s Calaveras County—made famous by Mark
Twain and his celebrated Jumping Frog—is the focus of

this comprehensive study of Mother Lode mining.
392 pages, photos, maps; cloth $39.95, 0-87417-546-1

Bodie’s Gold: Tall Tales and True
History From a California Mining Town
MARGUERITE SPRAGUE

Interviews with former. Bodie residents and numerous
historic photographs are included in this lively history of
California’s official Gold Rush ghost town.

264 pages, photos, illus., map; cloth $34.95,0-87417-511-9

The Glory Days in Goldfield, Nevada

SALLY ZANJANI
This extensive photographic essay by distinguished
mining historian Sally Zanjani celebrates the centennial of
the last gold rush on the Western frontier.

160 pages, photos, maps; cloth $31.95, 0-87417-520-8

University of Nevada Press / www.nvbooks.nevada.edu / 1-877-NVBOOKS




